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have conferred uron me, and will .assure you that I sh nil endea
vot to discharae the du lies devolvmg upon me to the oost of my . 
ability to nd\·u~1ce tho interests of the Stn.le. . 

•rue Senate retired to their chamber1 nod on n1ot1on of !\Ir. 
Gn!!ll adJ·ourned until Wednesday, the 26th it>st. 

0 ' 

Wrn~r:.soAY, £i o'clock A.. !\r.1 December 21t, 1819. 

The Sena.le \\'llf: c.1lleJ to order by thC'! Presic..let1t. Sen.ators 
pre~ent: ?llc.,srs. Gook!?. Da\•is: Gn~c, G rnncs, Jlnrt, Lot1mor, 
Mclt;it', ~lotfett, Pn1 ker, ·Pease, Philh(l~- Portis, 'l'nylor, '1'r111t, 
Wnrd, Walker nnd Wallncc. 

'l'he journals or 2 (:;t J)t>ccn1ber rcn<l nnd ndoplnl. 
~Ir. (;ooke presc1.t11d the p•~tilion of .lulm llopl, wl1ich wns rcnll, 

ru1J, ou motion of :\Ir. Cook,., rcforrc<l, with ti1e nccotnpnnying 
uocnmcnlfl. to the COllllllillce on Pnhlic Lnncls. 

3Tr. l\Inlf.·11 l'rcse11tcd the pctitiC11a of !'\lndry citizens of Uous· 
10:1 county, pruyin~ lo l>c a!lnchcd to Polk county; rcnJ, n11d, 011 
motio11 of Mr. Mo!f~lt, roforrcu to the collltl1itlcc on County Boun· 
durics. 

1\lr. Grimes, d1airmn11 of tho coinmitlco on Finnncc1 tq whom 
wa:i rcfom·cl n Joiut rrl.olntlon for the relief of the citizens of 
Jasper county, rcpol'lCd that the commillce were 11nn1'lc to rt!?rce 
"ll<'n n rdp .. m, nml r~tur1ted the ~nme to lhc Scnnlc for their 
a-:tion. • 

)lr. Pcn~c presented tht> pelition of Wiley .~I11rslml, which WEI$ 
1'ellJ, nud, on motion of .l\lr. Pcn..~c, l'eforrcd 10 the commiuoe on 
llrivttte 1.nnd Claims. 

)h. Wallace introdnccd a bill mlati\·e to rrooi oi the stntutc 
nntl common law of the Statt!S ~nJ 'l"crritorie.' of the Uuitcd 
Stntes; nmrl tirsl time . 
. .\tr. Ward introc.lucetl n Lill for the benefit of the heirs {)f .las. 
try, deceased; re11u fil'st time. 

Ol:lDRltS 01', TIJE DAY. 
fr.~ .rcsoh!tion. of t.hc :Senute, i11struc1i11g the committee on Inufon 

A a1n to mqture .mto nnil reporl upon the expediency of grant
~n~ lo llose::1 Mnrtn, nnd the re111nindcr of his tribe of lndinn!I, 
.i:!'ve lo occupy nntl i::uhivnte three lcngnes of Jnnd, &.c rood and 
IUIOpte(i, 'I 

re~ Lill to lcgnlize the hand-right certificate of Simon P. &mes; 
second tune nnd ordered to be eogro~scd. 

T 



.. 

bitl IO proticle ftr Wuctiona flOID ..._.. ol. I' tlu1j \ 
-4 dallnd al~ wllo fall or aeglt'C& IO diutz• .. 
uaigned them by law, 1aptber wuh the reportol ..... 
m Finance, oftiario1 unoudmenlf &hereto, •• ....t; WMIP" 
adopted and bill ordered to be engroaed. 

Mr. Wallace, chamnan of the commiuee on Eoro1Je4 lh 
ieported a bill to au&horur.e ~my two county commissioae11111pu
form the duties of chief jnst1cc ot the county court when lid 
office u; voca1111 or when said officer is nlJseut trom tbecoaaty111 
is unable or d1sq_uahfied 10 a.cl, correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Wallnce antroduCftl n bill to pro,. idc for incorpora1ingtM
ntabl•, bcucvoleo& and ac1auofic c:ompouica or eocietleli nil 
firat ume. 

A m('81ll~e waa nc:eiwed Crom S:.he Hnuse of R~lllite. 
iuformmg the nnto that the I louse hnd concurred m tbe
ments Qj the Seualo to a bill tu incorporn&o tho 'l'esaua ..a.i: 
a110, that the llou1e had ~ the tollowmg bills wbida Ol1P' 
ated Ill thn Senaa°? wuh 1uncndmc11ta, viz: 

A bill to nu&horde 1ho Comcu1111oner of &he G~n94~ 
Aoe to a.uo a head rijrht cerlltica&e, fint claa, for oot 
labor of land to Jo.mes Taylor; 

A bill o...U..1 lb• OOUA&Mll of Pieaidio, El p.., 8Dll w• 
and, ~ 

A fHU IO authonaa and nquin the <Jommissiouer ~ dllir 91 
eral Otnd Office IO 111ue a pAtent to Rober& \V. Laumer 
hood~ and .O"J acres of lud. '(/II 

A bill oon~1111 landit acqWred by alieua; read ~ ti 
and, on motion of '6lr. PorttSi referred to the colDJJllltet • 
Judiciary. rift 

A bill lo provide for lhe pertnftnent location of the-' 
lice for Cass county; reod tlurd ume ond passed. ~ 

Joint reaolulion for lhe relief of the heirs of Peter 
......_.; read. third time and .-ed. . efllt' 
:=.Joint R!eOluuoa for the rehe( of abe heirs and .. ,pf" 

~lioblle, dec'd.; read third time and pnssed- lf-6! :.: ·=-.. .:=~,.:!·:;.~: 
. ~ :;:r of abe Geaerel =-ftE ~~~=-... ~ 

.... ,'"'' •• -- ..,..,£iooof llr·-
A't4n.':"!1:41:J'7rCommireioalfel*'°' 
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eral Laud Offico to issuo n pntenl to Robert W. Lntimer, for ~O 
r 1 nd with nmendments from the Honse, wns, on motion 

ncres o a ' . i> bl" L ds of ~tr. Goge, referred to the comnuuco ou u tc 011 • • 
A n:essngc 1vns received from . the llollSC of Hepresen lnhvcs, 

transmilting the following rcsolull_on; , 
RcSfllved, (the Scnntc concurring) rhnt b~h Honscs of the 

Le,•islnture will proceed to the clccl1011 of n d1str1cl ullorney fvr 
the" l t1h jndiciol <listrict, on Pritfoy ne~l al ll o'clock, a. Ill; 

Mr. Grimes movctl to lay tho re..,olnl1011 on the table lllltll thc 
L~t dny of L~elm1nry uex~ i npon which lite yeas n1ul nnys wtre 
called and stoo<l thns: 

Y eus: Me~rn. Cooke, Gnge, C: rimes, Tlnrt, I .alimcr. J\lcHne. 
Moff'tt, PMkcr, Taylor, Tru~t, _Wnlker ~nd Wal!nce-li: . 

Says: llcs~rs. Pc11!1(\ Ph11l1ps, Pllfl1s nud Ward - ii; cnm.:d. 
On 111otion of '.\lr. 'l'ruit, i\lr. Hohurt-;on w11o> c1-'<cuse<l l1om ut

lt!ndance on the Senate, unlit F'ri<lny1 :l~th irl'tn11r. 
On motion of Mr. Mtillips, :,Jr. Van Duhp '\ClS e~c11s1:tl 1111til 

SatucditV, :!~th inst. 
~lr .. l'ca>;o int rot.I wed n bill lo ntllhorizc the Commissioner of 

1he Gencrl\l L:inJ. Ollice to issue n bcad·1ight CPrllfic•1lo to Guy 
~I. Bryan · rend fiM tilllt!. 

~lr. Wuliacc, from the commillco on Enrolled Bill!11 ropo•lcd, 
thnt a bill proritliug pnymcnt for the forage nnd ~11l>s 1 tcncc of 
1l1e company o( mou11kd volunh:crs musiercd iotu the service of 
the State on the 10d1 uuy of June, 15191 by Col. ll. L. Kinney, hod 
been preseute<l to the Governor for his approw1l on tliis day. 

:\tr. Phillips iulrotlucecl n hill to quiet the ln111l titles of tho · 
clniming lm1d untlP.r tilks issued lo colonists. in the colo111l'S of 
A~1stin 1 De Will, an<l Oe L,,eon, hcfort.: lhe ncl of tlta Into consnl~ 
nt.1011.closing the laud ollicc.<i iu l'lo\:embcr, l&J5, untkr the colo· 
lllZ.'\llOn laws of lhe µ;n~crnnwut or :i1cxicot nnd lite Stnte ofCo
nhuiln nncl 'l'cxn~, ns hcnrl ·rigllls to ltcnds of fomilies, nnd to sin
l!le persous, wlicrn the 1 illcs il'SUl'd for ona 1~na110 n11d labor of 
hnd or lcs~ ; ran<l llr..t time. -

A comrnittec from the I louse of Rcprescntntives nn11011nced 10 
tho Scnn1e that the messngc of 1hc Gnvt·rnor hnJ been receive(.), 
n
1
n
1 
d req11cstml the Seuate to meet Lhe House io 1h0 Represenloth·a 
~II to hear it remJ. 

I 
011 motion or .\Ir. P11rkcr, n committee was appoi111cll 10 inforn1 

~ •e !louse lhnt the So11a1e ncccpt 1hcir lmlitnlion. MC$srs. Par· 
"'rr n..ud Latimer were nppoiutc<l n cornrnitlec, who retired and 
f1Cr 1<1rm11J thnt duty. 
G Tbo Scnnte repnircd to the House of &presenlntives. 'l'he 

overoor's message wl\$ read, as lollowa : 



E .1tc1rnv2 D£r aT•u1, 1 
Au un Ode. ~6lh, 18'9. ~ 

'fu 11te /Ian. 1h1. •' •otc a1Ul 

l l u e uf R~pre 1/ali~u : 
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intention, or wid1 havin~ already plllCOU th1.1t Gover1un1.:11t in Ilic 
uituda of nn odrcrsa cl11im:1nt ot nny poruon of ~ur tC'rntory1 
~cnuse I ha,•c sec11 no dirrct C\•l<lencu thut such Is the lact.
Bul th~ course pursued within the Inst eighteen 1~1011lht' hn~ ccr
tai11ly beell snch, as to give riso IO the lllOl't SCl'lilll'I npprch~)O· 
sion<:, thClt tiler nre dispost·d tncitlr to yiclu 10 _n11r effort wl11ch 
mnv he n1nde lo wre!<l it from us. 'l'hu tolnl ~1h·11cc ouM:rvi;d 111 

re"'~t<l to the Ik-olutions of the 20th l\lnrch, JSJ 1 nml tho hnv 
pa~se<l nl the smue ses<:iou ol the J .l'gh!nti1r; fur. or~1111iii11g ,.thp 
conutr o( /'5.1u1r1 l~c-tho r1111ti1111'111reot tlH•tr l\illunry n11d <,1vil 
Gor('rumc1H within thn li1111li; of om· territory. wh ·11 no long
er rnqntretl for 111..: p111po~"' for whi~lt i~ v:1s cs_1n1Jlisl1cd1 um~ tho 
failure. nmonntinrr ton rclusnl. to 1rwe 111strncttons to 1hc ofhcN 
1n co11;111:ind of tl~t l>epiutnicnl t: reco!!;niz•• nnd rcspeC't the nu
thorities of the Stntc i11 thc Jischnff{t.! of the <l11rics nssigneo tllcm, 
iuclicate, hut too strn11,.ly, a r.nrelcs~ imliffer..,nce to our nghts, 1( 
tl1rr do not g1J fortlHH1 nnd llliln:fcst n clispo itiou totally to J1 • 
rt'!!ar<l them. 
'a proper san•c of whnt is d11c lo nnrPl\"l'!f. r.nlls 11poit us to 

s~r. in tcrni;; too ci11phnt1e to uu 111isu111lorstood1 tlwi tliitr ~/alt; 
of l/1i11g.~ c1um11t be .H~ffercd lont:er tu uht. It there rcnlly he 
nn 1111u11tiu11 011 !lie part of the Gencrnl Go'lc111ment to contest 
the ~ight of th_•' Strite to the Gonnty c.f Snuta l'i~, or ony: other 
poruon oftcrrllory conucctcd u·ith onr Wostcrn hord< r, tl is umo 
the cp1es1io11 w11> distinctly mnrlc. 'l'ho k1ng1•r ll is pnstponl!d 
•h.c 1uorc diOicult will he its.o.<ljustmcnt. E:iqxuic11ce l!ns tnuE.rht 
II•, lh~t silence nn<l forhcarnncc o 1 our purt to :icl, 111stcud' oi 
~1)th~11g l!o tilitics nut] ~ctn•l''in~ objectio11<>, n111l prP.jullicos or1-
~lll<1ll11!{ 111 locnl p:nty1~mq, lm\'O ouly tc11ued to increase the 
1111mlter aml st rongth of tl1oso who ha\'e nrnwed tlu;uiscl ves m 
opposition lo our cluims. -

111 rec:on1111e11di 11~ howo\'er, ns I iccl it my dutv most carncstlv 
lo _do: the nthiption by thu L<'gislotnre, ci( i;itch n"wn~urcs ns wifl 
lirm~ ~his rnnttr-r to n distinct nn<l ~pertly i!li.nci, J would nt the 
~an11: t1111c mhi11c th:n thO\' he of the mildest chnrnclur which tlH1 
fu~I nttai11nw11t of thr. olijcr.t will justify. · 
An Ph.ri:1t~, when nthlrcsSl'tl to chivnf rons lllilld:-l1 llrnnlly prOUllCC 

eflcct ~1ffi•rc11t frr.m tliat sought to be olitaincd ; und tuc mrely 
Slll11 1nr~· 111 lhc 11dj11stmcnt of cont roverl<>d f)tll•s11011s. f!• 

Our coursll should he a d~ci1h·<l nnd firm 011e. 111Jm111\h!! of uo 
wntvcr nor cli"pl'nsntion; b111 0111 langunae shot1ld nl'ithcr minty 
n li1ren1 · · I · 0 

• '" 

II. ' 1 or 111t1matu l 1c ex1ste11ce of nu exnrrssion 1h11t n con-
1ct of n h 1 F · 1• ' ,.ower wit t 10 cdeml Oo\·ornment w•t1 li>1 wonld be-

COinu llecossary. 1 therefore ClllUlOl QOOCllf with mr }'lredccessor 



1• the Prctl'rie•r. ttor :plACiug at the dnposition of dae Execurite, 
the whole po er n11d r ur of al!e late," Ju \'Jew of lhllr 
~. for the ndJnSt1we&1l of .du qu t011. 

The tntc sho tld unqtu•mounblr, u the necessary llltalll;l9 
ceu h r lnwt110 l;e oOO}ccl mid r peeled bv C\'Cry poruon llflxr 
inh b1 11u1 i but 1f tlu c 11 l don h' pln;1n:r wnhin t~e reach, 
nnd ns nux1llnr)' to tho en 11 1 uthorrty of th dc\•c111h JOO!Cil 
dl!!lr1c1, uihcic111 1111htnr)' force 10 l cmplo)•cd 11curelf,if 
nee 1ry, 111 cnlorcme nil ord rs nnd drcr c 1 w11hou1 t'C 4 
compelled 10 rel)· upon th lunct1onn11 of th" l ulttd Siaia & 
cstd 1111cl 11ppu1t, H 1 , 111 my Jndgm 1111 fl r r \\O Eh 'd !t'r 
uni the iencrnt G \\:ron nt shall n kc t>trongcr dclll\'Jll)!!a-
11011 thou nil)' w h \ ~ct 11, nf nn 111tnn11011 to dt ruteotil 
tJghl of 0\U'C) 111),0Vcr 1IJ \ h h I ur l) C0ll'l'1 ~I}' 
re.'!Ohll& n of nnncit 11011 h 1 tly mt rpri 1 d nnd Li} J1lill10'.! 

crthc . 1 nld thru oer1ir, u \\ 111 th('u he 1 r11pcr formta 
con 10 r \d l further m • ur m l lie 1Lq1111cd 10 rottl th! 
xlg 1 cu: of th co • 

l 1hcrcforc rccomm1mJ thnl th 1:,. c111hc hr n111l onudtt 
~lid lo nt.1 ri.', 1C th · 11 c H)' f11r dolll f.O. I ould ro11mi: ID 

x1 t, o m1l11nrr ti-ire• 8rtfi1c; nl to cnnL c the C'I\ 11 nutl:on~lf 
t.'X~CUIC tit In\~ o( th ~· rt. Ill lh t r ti f 1111..' I rn1oq:.'" . 
Cini rofcrt•ncc tn riny nutu:1p.11cd nct1011 of tl.c l'edeml bortr ... 
mc1111 or I<'"' 11el 10 lhc nnhlnr)' 1 O\\ r ol the l 1 11 d ~ta!l'SS!" 
1io11rd nt So111n Fn j n11d J mnl th r comm mln11on wnb IT~ 
lrccdom, I ecn11 c I cmrnot co11cl'l\C 1hn1n11.tnf'11rc vf tlMC~ 
n.c1or, " '.tll , or "'!~lit lo 1r1,·c 11 c 10 n11 • dist.url :11w~.1 n.Ollroretll' 
11om1 wuh tho I c~fornl t:-o~cmmcm. 'l'hc n~I I of I exas 1 

\'I! 
force her Jumd1t11011 i 1101u:orc 11erf1:c1in1he cnuuiyof Tt ei 
thnn it is Ill lhc COllnlV or nnl<\ Fe. llllll if illl' c111plo\'lf~~a 
the ucc~ nry force 10 cnnhl.~ her 1~ C'IXcrcise 1hnt rightO~ 
rcfaclor;• pop11ln1ion, hould 11rodur.o n coll• ion with the fe ;ed 
nothoruic!(, the foult will not be hers. he will stand exonmcts 
an the Jndgmcnt of just men from nil the fcnrful cons~qtlt'll 
which may result from snch ~ con01ct. riijGf 

ltt ll\tgg~ting to 1hc (.ejli lnturc the propriety of nuth~ ai
l~ &xecuttve lo eend .a militnrr force 10 Snntn l·:c. J aUl~ert•!9 
mtDdful f llae tncreased pecunuuy burthcus which the cid
of the t.'~on&y will impoee upon our present lal·~Y1~eftd 
zen•. 11'ulc, h~wever, th" the necessity of cnrryJDJr 1~1 liilf 
a Rlelli61lre of •lhis ....i may yet be avert~d. If the d1tlicll Stll' 
ob~red ln our ... NI• extend the jurisdiction of the taJ4i· 
~= o( 11e1::if>a"?!_ber lesritoryL. ~Ye reti111ted. frotn ~rtbl' 

on "'"' part el Ibo r-.aem a.uthor1ue1i ra 
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from" deliberate design to do us a wrong,(and it mny be ascri~tJ 
10 thnt cause.) we !Jln}'. still . en.courage the hope, t~tnt a sense o( 
mogoanirnity nnil JllSl!co will m<lncc her, upon bewg ndvuicd of 
the cour.;c we htlve resolved 10 pnrsuc, ti ~n \·en _ lu ll, ~o ncJClpl 
SOCh lnOllSUTCS U!I will :;11pcrccJc the.11ccess1ty nr 11\<lUrrlll~ tins 
expensP: but the i11d11lge1~ce of tlus h~pe should not prcvcn_t 
your action npo11 the s11h,1ect-such ncuon r11uy r~ccdcrnlc-lt 
cannot relnrJ 1hc i~su~ nod odjuslmcnl of !ho <p1cslion. 

1 concnr in 1he rcco111mc1Hlntio11c: o[ my predecessor, that _n 
commissioner ho <.lcspatclwd 10 Wn_ hiti~lon U11y l~ prcsolll ~h~s 
snbjecl once more to lite consi<lerallon of the Prc_.:ndcnt. 'l has 
6houlLl not be <.leur: h;nvc\•cr, n111il y1)U hti\'C di;c1<led 11po!1 the 
course to be pnrsnell by tho Slnlc, in tho c\·ent 1h!lt tho 111!Sh1on 
Hhonld r>ro\·c fruitless •. IJ '/'t'!n tlur_t i$ tlot1l'_, l\ 5pccs~l c~mn.1s"1on 
to comm1111icnle tho ,·1cws1 focll11~s 111d dctcrm11w11on of the 
Stule, will 110~ 011 ly c>incc 1111 n1u ious desire ln avoid e\·i~JI the 
ap~arance ot collisinn, but it ·will mnt1ift.>sl in the most cmphn· 
tic, lhn112h rcspec1lul manner, our dcrcnni1m1ion to nrl promptly 
and dccidcdl\r. wlse11 promrt n111l dcci. i\'t? nc1io11 011 (ll!r pnrt 1s 
the only remedy for the prcsen·:ttinn ot our riJ(ht.. This C1;.1m· 
mr ·sion'!r sho11ld lie iu.;tructed mnst rcspcclfollr to demnud thnt 
<>rdcrs be imlllt!ot:1toly issurd lo the commander of tho rnilitnr~· 
tfop:utn1ent cmLrncin~ ,'511ntn Fe, 10 d1sc<mll11uc thu exercise ot 
all civil jnrisdietion wit Iii n the ltn.11':> of 1hc St«te of T~x.m; nuc.l 
10 rrco~nilK: nud rc:::pect h1·r htnctionnti(~ ill the disch11r$!C ol 
their proper duties. TiJi ... dour, nud ii the ritizcns of thnt district 
o~ ~ouu1ry should conainuc rcluc1nn1 to ~111>111it in thc- proper 
CIVIi n11thorilr, the militnry force of the S1nlc before nllutlcd lo2 

should he hron~ht nl oucc into nc1ive scn·ice. 
Shonl<.1 tho Leqislnuirc: in view oi the C!Spc11di1111e which the 

e1111>loymen1 of a militnry force: will i1tvoh·c, or fr(l tn nny other 
c.1nse, deem i.t inetpcd1cnt lo ndopt the Sll!!!:!"C:Slions l hnve ru:ide 
upon lhe snh.wct, I would I hen 111ost respectfully rccornmc111l 1!Jnt 
the elovcnlh Judicial Oislricl he so nltercd, hy the nddition of 
other counties lo it, that lite Ju<leo enn have 1.rno1her pince of 
n~e, n11d !~is sen•iccs be rcnd~rcd of "'omc nvoil to tho Stntc,
~l!~ln~ ~he nnprncltca~ility of hi~ org~ni-r.i11g n.11d enforcing the 
JUrssd1cllon nntl 1111thor11y 11f the St1ttc rn that conn Ly whill".t un. 
~u~ported hy powr.r, it is worse than \lsetcss to requir~ his longer 
Lc~i~e~scc there. It not 'Ollly cannot result in any prnct1cal ~· 
i~ll tt •.s d~ily nceustoming those who f\re hereafter to be brou~hi 
dub~ta~o to our laws, 10 Look with co11tempt upon our power 

an nuthonty, nod to treat our officers with contumely and dla
respec1, 



-



· 1 ound Lo pny every dollnr which she justlY. owe~ j but 1.1eilhcr 
~ faith, nor Lhe mo:st fn!<tii.Jious c:o11 ce1111on of 111orn}11_r, re
quires lier to do more.'' With this tl<'clarn11on of my op1u1on of 
the suhji>cl l:Hifore them, the people o_( T uxus ~1~ve flouo~cd nic 
\\"tlh their cooliur.nce, hy plucwrr n10 111 the P?s111011 I no\' occl~
pv: nnu I regnrd it ns a concur rencc: 011 tl11m pn1 t.1 111 thlll op1· 
nlon. 'J' lic onh· qnoiitio11, the11, i-:, u~ to tho nscc111:111mcnL of tile 
:imilUlll whkh 1'1te Slnte docs ju.<:t/y owe; n:Hl. tl 11~, I Jlfl) llm". 
will be ~nli!>lnctmily an1r~·d nt hy the mnJ.c which hris h1'cn 1 ur
stte<l. 111 corryin~ it iut11 11ructicnl ol'crnuou: !10~· •\'Cr, I ~,·~ul~l 
e:irncstlr reco111111011t1 1 tlrnt Ilia 1110~1 l~bcrnl pr~nc1ples hi,; 111~01,. 
et.I. so !Ital there shnll l.>e no prclc~xt lor chnrg111~ tlrnt lhe ~ltltc 
ha·~ 1101 done full justice to her crl'uitnr:-:1 ll" fur as ~er mc11ns 

would pcunil. 
There exists, nlso, i:omc dh'crsi1y of opi11io11 nc:: 10 the mn1111c1 

of liqu1d,1liug the clebt1 nflcr it~ r111101111t ~hnll lm\'c hc~n n ccr
tnmeu. 13 it 1s licli~vcd, there is none 11~ lo tho 1111111 frni11 
wuich thii ll1ca11~ 111usl be dcn\·ed ti1r its pnVtnClll. .All nclmlt 
that we nlllS'l look to 01H ln11d~ r1s 011r w1ly.111 onrre; 11111 the 
m<>Je of np!)lyin; them is n suhj~ct 11pun which 11m11y cl1f!cr.
Aftor much rellcction l lta\'C thou'.!11l thal the ino::-t prncu1.:ul 0lc 
plan for w11clcri11g tlwm irnn1cdintclr n1 nilnblc, will lie to nlllho
riitl tltosc who l1ulu 11te li11uili1ies or the Stntc, to pr<~t>11t 1hem 
lo some Ocparlmrut of th~ Go\'CTlllTIPnl1 wl11(:h ,,1mll I a Jl•si!:!
natcd ror the purpose, u11d 10 c11Jlai11 lm1d cer11l1cn11•s nt n Zl\'Cll 
price per ncre, iu :-izcs lltll ll?ss thnn <mu h1111•lr•·tl nu<l si~ty nrrcl', 
wllich ccrtilicntes the l1nldc:rs lllil\' cnnsc to be locritcll on 011\' Q( 
ti!" l'11ca11l .lam.ls of thl! Stnt<i, a11d o'.1tr1i11 f'1\lf'nls tor 1hc snm"c.
l l our c1cd1tor.; <lo 1101chn(lc10 l\\cLtl thcm,clyl':; of this mollc o( 
ronlizin~ •Iii umounl ol lhcir rc~T'CCliTc cloini"', llwy cannot 
Compl11i11 it thc:ir puymr•IJl is pMlpOnecl1 ttntil t-UCh 11ispo iLioll of 
the pttbl1c domui11 Cllll he 11rn1lu ns will cnnlilc tlte Stnlc to 1111.:ct 
tlte111. 

'l'hl'SO rn!!,g'fll'tlons nrr. mmlc ns the rr.s11lt of tn\' hes! rct1ection!'. 
If, i11 tho collecti\10 i111clli"CllOC of vour honorr1i1lc 1.iOJv 11 heller 
ariu wi~r plan rnn he pro~c111r•tl for nu honoruhlc liqtii;ltiti<in of 
our tlcli1; it \\ill meet my h~arty wuc-11rre11<·0. There exists 
thrilnghont the ~tatc I\ cou1mon sl'ntimc11t whi<·h is tnO!!I fo\·orn
lile lo Rll l'tjllilnhle nnd juc:t di~chnr~c of tlw public dchl, ond bill 
tew l\te found Ill thl! ndvocncy nf bud foith (If rerudinlinn. 
~n co!111ection with tlti~ s11hjrct, I would also recommend tn 

1 Legt.slt1t11rc1 tlrnt ri u1hori1v ho cohforrclf on 1he Executive to 
:ego1io1e with the- Oencrnl Go\'ernment on some 6xed bnshi1 for 

sate and transfer with the rigl1t of SO\'ereigucy, of nil thftt p>r· 



lion of the Slat "hich li uorth of the parllllcl of 360 301 of 
uorth lumuuc. Th t part uf our tern I Qr • as cumpo•cd of a nar
row sh() of up\\ nrd ol 3 IJ mil 111 lc11gtli from 11orth to south, 
nnd not more dmn ci ht)' in \\ idlh from en t to wt:>t. hs sur. 
face as mos1tr mountnmou , rm<~ the cl11nn10 1111d rcputl'<i ch3Iat
tcr ot us oil, J>rC\'Clll"' It from bccomsng ,·ntuable for 112'ricult11. 
ral p•1r1 o D ides, lw '11 1er11 nnd co1 dill ns of the Reso
luuon under which '!'ex he m n lllt"mbcr 01 rhe \mcrian 
confed rncy, hould tt C\'Pr I 111hnl111 1, 11 \\n to be hy acl~ 
of persons who, linv1ug 110 I 1111 or 111t rest m comsuon wllh 
the re:m.luc of our populutt n, \ oul l n ~ r h rm 111z withlhtm. 
Jl cun lhcreforc I.lo f no mltm ic v loo 10 the Ssntc. 'l'o tte 

111tcd ~lnl it mn • be of C•lll 1d rnblo 1mpot1nncr1 both on ac· 
count of II cont1gtia1y nn I ~ nn uon \\ llh th 1r nrJjoininj! tcm
tory, l\Ud of thdr Irids. 11 JK>I c;• nnd rr 11 • 11 111s. '\ ,Ji ~t:c 
\'ic,~sof1hcF'cdl'ml L: \mm nt upon1hc tu· "-htllliotsn
fornied1 but ll Im ll":? t d ftsel f 10 my 111111d, 1hnr a:r:m.\-
m UL mi • hl he mo~, \d 1ch \\nu Id L mutunlly l 11e!1t1nl 1" 
ooth pnrues-10 Tcxn , 11 ccrtomly could rl. 111l 111 no 11;urr. 

I would nlso, cnll ~onr r111 1111011 10 1h cou 1 rrn1.011 of ~t: 
1 ropr1c1;• of nt11lioru:111 1ho J:x 1111\ tori c t\c nu;· rl'llSOllll~ 
11ro105 tiou, should n11y be rrmd by 1h ncrnl < lonr11w<ll11 10! 
1ho purclm 1 of 1hc soil m 11.nt porllon nf she S1n1r €ixt~r.~: 
from ::Iii :k1 of norih h11&llld"' to 1lac ;3 Ith, 1f d11cmcd nd\'1'.-3 
nnd 10 "Iller 111to n11 ngrc mclll for n snlc of tlio .un", st1lijl!(t IO 

the. roljticu1io11 ol 1hu L •nlsln111rc. . 
I cxpM1s 110 decided lltHnion us 10 tho T rOJltiCI\' C1f th1> .rf!!.11!-

• • "' • J' I 1llli(S ure, but 111 \"IC\V ur the lnrgc nmo11111 of our prcclllllllfj IQ I ly 
and the \'t1sl im11°111.u1cc lo the Stnt • lh1.111h v hn S!ttkd r.s

1
c:irn 

• • U nl!O M prnct1c11ltl\•1 for Ilic rnrp0$c of 1opp1r1rt the l.c:n-f ncc11111 . of 
of inlcrel'l 1 nm.I 111 \'icw. ol o, oi 1ho rem~tcnr>~ of shat porll~~il" 
tho $1\llt! rrom our pr~Clll pop11l111iou. nud tho rrrC~lL i1_11prob1 I ui
of it lx:corning d1spo~ctl oi for sc1tlc1110111 to 1nrl11'idua rnFita 
chnscrs wi1h111 aur r<>~'ISOUnLlu 11Utn3cr nf ycnr:,., I dee I pO 

subject, cmi11ently wor1liy of your scnou~ con~illetnlioJl. 1~~1 
event, ho~uver. sho\lld tit..: Stall? in my jut.lgmenl 1 C\'cr .c~~· ty
~o port with her !>Ovorciguty over nnr portiou ol her l• rnt ~ cy 
rng below the llllitudco( 3u o :j{l', wliatcvcr nii!?hl be the cog~iL 
of lhc rel\SOos, which would indncr. her to desire 10 sell the ·,w 

A proper appreci111ion of whnt is due 10 some of her slo(• 
Stnt~, as woll as lo heraelfi forbids her plnciug in the Po"'erp]311, 
doinmnnt party, the means ol adding another in ju rv, to the. ol 
already attempted to be indicted on tlae domestic · institttU~ If 
the South. A aale of the hmd woald oot transfer the sovereifl 
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110101111 it ,v11s expressly ngrecd upon in the comrncl. By Ilic pnr
chnse the United States would simply O\\'ll tho Jn11ds1 ns th;y 
now ~wn lnuds in Alnlmm~ ond ?t l1er Stutes. .Al I the ci-sc11t 1~l 
properties of sovereignty, 111~l11dmg the right to !!O\'cm 11t1d ex
orcise j11rtstltc1iou O\ cir the rnhabnn111s woulu rcumrn w11h tho 
State. . 

The recent ncq1friilio11 of Cnlifomia1 the s. 11k111c11t of the C >r-
c~n dHJk11 \I ~r, alld till,} 1·asl c.x IC~l~iOll of COllllllCI CC l\' Ji icl.l ~hnt 
acqnisi1io11 nml S(lll)r:mcnl will 111d11cc•, force 11poo tile l 111lc<d 
,tntcs die ncccs;o;ity oi prnvi1ling snm.e tlin·~t _ 111cn11s ul c-otullllllll· 

c11tio11 between the Atla111ic Sti.11<!$ nl thn t 111011 :111d s1:cll 11s 111 'i 
be formed on tile Pnc1ftc i;l1ore~. 1l'hi« ncc1.:ssnr is 11lrcady tdt 
1111d opprccinml b~· nll thc Slntc~ or.1he 01110111 :iml n11fo11. pious 
have been St1gi;e.~1cd m1cl dhCllS$\ U IO n•fCJCl.CO lo lie<: :>Uhji!Cl.
'l'he one which seam-; to :<t'Clln'! 11111 ln1gclil t'lin11: of npp1olmuon 
is1 the con,lr ction of n rnil-road fwm some t oinl 011 thC' Witters 
of the :\tla1 ... , tn i-01110 other on tlic l'acit1c slton·; hut \\lint 
ronto may u unrntdy be sc.'t·c1cd1 11s ptc. cn.1111g •.ho fcwt "'oust · 
cles ~ud v..:nring the lnrgcsl amv1111l ol u11l11rJ 1:s ~ct tu he cle· 
1erm1neJ. 

'l'o jmhre, ho\\'1>v11r. from the i111licntiou~ we h:wo srcn. nnd 
onr kt10\\'lt·tlg1! of the rnriolls rr.gi1111~ of co1111try O\"Cr whtch 
any ro:id mllsl IH'l'"-S"tu ily fl:1~~. WC llRvO C\'(•ty 1~:1SOll 1(1 hehC\'11 
th:tl it will he muclc to gn dirl'c1ly 1hrongt1 this. 'tme, and proln· 
hly npo11 n li11f' t11ttr.h 1111\'cr dow11 thnu its c1mtrc. Jn \'icw, thcu, 
of. tli1.s 11rob11liilil}', t w<1nltl s112trr.~t 10 the J ,cgisl:1111rc tltc pro· 
pt1tity ('Ir co11fcrri11~ 11po11 the Exrc111ivc iltttluiritr lo m:ikc f;t;1.:h 
contrac:L in l'Cspcct lo the di.:po~ition of ~o 11111ch of our pul he 
l1111ds ilS ffi•I\' l.Jt.: (!:,~l}tlllUI to lho C'Oll:;\ttH.:lioll of tlee 11rad. \\'ilh
Ol~lSllCh n11ihnrity1 the 1;xccli\·e wonld l111vu 1111 111\\'or 10 c11tt>r-
1t~in rrny proposition which mi!!hl he m;u)I) ICI hi1111 e\·en tor ci 

ngltt of way; n11u thnL 1l1flic:11lty nlonL'. when public opinion 
upon the s11hjec1 of the hcst ton le was 1wotly cqntlll y poised, 
tn1ghl be tho cnnso of t.1enri\'i11a us uf the ahno:.l i11cnlcnl(Jhlc 
benefits which would result lo 1J~e Slulc from the ronsln1ctio11 of 
such n road across it. It is nnnPcci:snry for ml! to nr~c before 
you, the chamctcr or extent of those benefits. 'l'hcy ndtlre.."s 
tl~emsa\ vcs to the mind nnd col\lprnhcnsion of everv person who 
gives a moment's rellcr.tion to the suhjcct · nnd for the purpose 
o( adopting Rll nccessnry mcns11rcs to sec:nc 1hr~m, I wonld re
commend tl~nt thn Stnte mnke n donation of the right of wny, 
and nuthor1ze a sale, upon tcnsonahlc and liher11l terina, of IJO 

.:.uch o~ th~ la~1ds bordering on either side of the road, ns IM)' 
required in lla construction. 



The drreucl'! of 1h fmn1ier1 nnd aur Jnd1nn rcliiUom, are 1111>
jtctt not !1Uborch1111te1 ir they nrr. 1101 parnmount 10 all arflm 
cltummtt yonr dohberntion, nnd I confldcutly hope 1h11llheywlll 
llCt:t n··· from )'Onr hooornblc bod)' 1hc ll1Att1re consideration 
which th ir 1mrort:tucc d m.ind". 

\c; the nttcn11011of1h I n l 1turc h:l nlr ndv, durin~ 1heprt
r.cn1 s ~1011 1 b ·n directe I 10th 1' t1l1jects, it \\'ill !Jc ne1therrro
I' r, nor 11 C(".'I nrr ro~ m. lo l'lltCr nt h.'l!C 11110 1hi:il115tory of 1bt 
,·nr1 ,us tn l' of l11d1n11 .. , 1nhnl111111~ onr border 1 or to point you 
t 1h • re' un 1s he'd h~· it m 10 om C:o\'r rr1111c:nt nnd c1tiull! 

111,.c ~ •u h:i\'e hnd o 11&1!11 1nl ClCM ne~. In urgt11g11fX1n fOO· 
nt &111 time, ~·ltich I fi I 11 m~ duty t, d , from n jn t !<'Dse a! 
whnl 1 d tr 10 our fi llow-<'1l1LC11s nlou~ 011 extend d fronucr the 
fl ccs II)' or promrt nnd tlhc1c11t nc11011, I rould, '~ j1h en~y re
ft r H" • lmn~ 10 rny n1d n Ion~ nnd lnmf'utnlJle rcrtird of WfO!!!!S 
nnJ d I" ntr cu~ co1q111111 -d Uj n our t pit- fr ni thet~r!~ 
111 t.,rr of th· .•cnmtr)", Lut nch 11 rdi r nc \1 ould onl) rcr.m 
tri ,.rl tr mmd '"" tlul~ 111c1 nt of 11 nnJllc .'11t rctrtt-pecl,w 1h-
6u: In .in~ nur lhlll"' from thl' n1 n 1r • {f Jr nl C\'11 • 

\\'h1l.t \\ c hod n °SC'p:1rn1c est ll'11Ct·1 ti c ac11nty rc"o11rce5Clf 1 

I' ltCIC'tl pnp 1lu•fo11 \VC'rC l.Jrc1111rlit llllO f'l'qlll 11100 lO II CCI pt~ 
111!:: cm r • • 1 

1 
and en r •y c um 011d cndura11ce $Upp 

lh "'nllt nr f'1l l', comfort n1
1
11I nl.Junrl llCl'. '('he hr l!lry of the 

um :i will nl undnritlr ahnw thnt 1he It rat n11tl burden ot thr&J 
wn'j ho rue in n m 111111'r befluin•r n l't•op11• r.011tc11di11c for n ~·1 

Slnk"'1 \\•1th li\1l fow tn tl)'lllpntht~<' with 1hcm1 ond \\'lllrolll b rro
lCCtifl;! nrm. ·1:t~x:1s l1111tl •1), sini.,:lc> hnndctl, ugnm!-l ~ co.1ntn<~ 
r11£Hn}" nnd lhc1r l11di1111 nlhc miul "h ·found Tt'f ore in rr•: ia 
-nnd Ila(: repose \\•hich she so much need d1 she c.~1.cct _ 
~ecurc whl'n her mcmb"rsh1p In the I ntun wn. n1111ouo~:a11 
From th.rt d.\r. the gcncrnl mnrrn •cine 11 t of till' numerous la ~
tribes, within thciunit or tl1e S1nte Wtl ltnn tcrrcd l1l, nud.\;r. 
ud 111 the nc11crnl G1wernmc11t; nnd the p1nvcr to rcgnlntem a.c. 
i:oursc With l11etlli it wn her con!!lllutionnl right nud Juty ~ l'!O 
snmo. 'l'helr prescrnllon nm.I 1mproveml.111t wns al onc:o 0

0lll
p~vided for by_ the mtroducuon cir n propt.>r systclll, .nnd tiec..,, 
Ill., thea~ gtln.rd1nn nnd protector, tho d~tinics or tJtlS rnce iar· 
plnccd m her hands. Bel wh1lsl she assn med 1he enurc r'lflf 
dinnehfp of lhe fed m.n, Her duty bocnme 1wo.fold1 ~nd .she~ 10 
hound, b1 every obligtltfatt, ~ml, ~nt and cons111utro~~ 
prntr.ct nnd defend the eitilietlt or onl' Slnte ogninst thei! ~~ lei 
nnd oa~.. To wb8t ftffmt thit M9 been n('co111nl19ncvi 
r.~ .be·lftbttri(ted 9iltt f8ftd#lt and ilapa1'11i1tli1y. 

It 1s tmo that our State exhibit• R'fitib11y too most sadsfilOCbtJ 
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evidences of improvement~ in popu lntion, wenhh n11J rP!'ollr<'C'r:, 
aud presents a1\ nmple hcl<.1 forindustry and ~nterprii;e, LnL 1t 
would he uncnndi<l in me to deny, nnd gross lllJnWce 1.0 our 
frontier ciliJ:eus not to nssert, tliut the l1isto ry of the fronuer for 
the Inst twelve monthii, ha!! bceu the history of repented 011 tr;1gc, 
theft ond murder. I invite you, gt•11tlemt·n of the Leg1sln111rc.1 to 
the lllt'l9l ri~itl en1111iry1• nnd if OOt :.<m~umed hy nmpJa r!Oi>l_, Ill 
the dcclttrnt1on, then 111Jccd '· tr111h JS !'lrnn°cr th:111 li1 twn. -
'l'hc evidences, which ~hould he brougl1 t to your mrl, u~c 1101 10 
lie drawn from the pn ttin\ and hrnornut 1>1~1e111e11ts of 1rrcspon· 
Sible letlcr-wr1lel'!'l, WhMC pent llp srmpnthtt!S 11 1~\·er yet rcnchcu 
the Ing r:ibiu of tlic hold (ronti ·r·lllnll: uor tho~c iu<liv1~l11nls. who._ 
in \'iew of motives of rr:1111. look l111l11111nlly 011 tlic bnghl s1<lc ol 
the picture, which is otfor<l~d th~111 L}' n portion of our Stntr, 
hut the nppcal b best rnndl' to the lir:l\'C <111tl hnrdy fl!OIH'Crs from 
Jted Hi\·i:r 111 mg 1hc line of the Cross-1i111hcr" to th~ Trrni1y, 
from tho rrrinll)' lo 1hu Braws 1111d 1lie1JC~O COlillllllOtlSly to Engle 
Puss on the Hio Grnmh.'. 'J'rnca the wl1olc 1•x1t.:11l of lhc Hto 
Grando vnllP\'1 where tho !lllIDIJ or tho" Cou1a11cl1t.:'1 Ill. (!\'Cll now, 
'n :1011nil of drt.'all nml ul11rm. Cio wi1h Ille 1hc11 to the hc:mtlful 
countr~· aronud orpus Chrb1i 111ul ::>.111 l'nllicio1 wlw•.o i11holn
lanls h1we l · .. n. for l'nr.ccssivc ycarll, r•jtLd!y :he \'icti1ns of 
mnrnnd1t1g whilt·~. 'lcidcnr1s nnd ln<li1111$. 'l'l11~0 nrctltcsourc s 
to which we sho11:d g•.> for tho p1ocnro11w11 l 1•f thM 11 1cl11gcncl', 
upon wluch you ct111 11t1lcly h;cse wise and j11d1i·io11~ ncuon i m:(f 
10 Lhe~r, I n·spcctfully i11vi1c your a1w111io11. 

hi$ uor iu thfl c11cn11rnge111cnt of n spirit of r;n-il nml com. 
plniut n(!11i11st the Federal G11\'em111c11t. thnr I a1.kcrt 10 the nc· 
u1nl comlitinn of our frontier. Self.respect, :1 full knowlcd~t· of 
the mnny tt\lrnnlnucs which hnrn owl wi\I nccntc to our !-\lnlc 
fro~ 1hi1 conncctio~1, as well ns the rrofound re~pect ar11l l\WC 
wh1cb WCI ucnr for the llniun, cq11nlly h1rLi1l th!: employment OL 
nny ltmg1111ge uncnn r1 co11s or 1111 ldud. .Nor nm 1 \\'1111ti11!! in a 
lngh ll£lf)reci1lliOll Of t!IC gnllhtH OHiCNi>1 Ill prt'SCl111 ill COIUtllnntl 

of cmr frontier; b111 my d111;• lo tlic l:)tale is superior 10 every 
Other co11sidcrnlion, :tilt! I lllllSl src:nlr of thiugs {IS l kuow lhe111 
really to exi~r. 

With on 11dcq11nle 111ou11t,.d f1ircP. the officers in commnntl 
wo1~ld, 110 douut, use lhl'll' best cfforts to co\•cr the cxposc1l in
h11b~tnn1s, but lho prcsl:11t cstnhli!l!tn1e11t i~ .nllcrly insuillcieol
lhe 111fo11try cmptored 1s nccussnnly ineU1eicr1t from 1he 11umlicr 
~nd S[latsenc:ss of 1.hc selllcmcnts, nud the gr£>nt n<lroilness of 

•e ~ .nga•nst wl11ch they operate, in eluding pun-uiL aflcr the 
comnusa1on of wrou~rs. But il is not necessury to adduce ar~-



menu j 'StuLt .... rfl, ~uLstnutial ructs nre all thnt is DC!CAllll'f lo be 
mer, nud let 1hc111 lit nwr. 

The United stt11 lmve, 11po11 the 'I't!icns frontier, a mijiwT 
force suflii•icn1, pcrhnps 11~111i11ally1 to nlfonl prot('(:tion i out Oc 
tlus number, tlao 112~r~n1c of tho mount d troops is three huodttd. 
nnd tllkmg lrnm tht rl1c nee ry dctmls, not more than oc1 
hnttdrcd nd filly could be cmp!1.>y1..i.l c111 nei11-c dut}'. 1,, tlltl), 
tlm force ndc;iunro to tho prot cti n of n fronucr 1mrndU1~ from 
Hed Hh-er to the H1 C.:rnnd 1 (the \"Ullcr or the llio r.mude IS 
n frouucr-thu Yl1llcy of the 11 ccs 1s n (ro111icr). I.et the i11-

c1<1• nl of the lo t )' • r fnmi h the pr<lp"r nns~cr. 
'l'hat nn ndCf:tll• le m1ht11ry forc:1 le nt tunlly 11cccss:tJ')• to sm

tom th(! pre nt relntron ~..uh th Ind nu tnbcs on our oonlcr!. 
h:\ b n de 1rly cJ ... mo11 tr4l d ; nnd \\ hnt tho character of lhll 
lore<' ehou Id bt>, a:; liest O\ 111ccd b\· Jl:l'l cicpcr1,.ncu. 

IJ11rt11!t the two }'NHS the l rui ti , t11tl'8 tnplnp:d n tn?nnttd 
r< .!llll"Ol {lf ~·otnnt ets 011 th 'J' xnu frouu r, pc:1ce w1tb tht 
tribes was 111~in11i11 d, n11d s curhy 10 the: frouller culers<CSU
ull hed. W11l 1101 tho G 'nl'r ,, GO\'Cl'tlfllClll oznin (uroishtolhe ., . ll 
• 1oto a rcg11n"1tt of the nmo chnmct r, nnd II not n re!!'lmen 
hall ttgiu~ul. 10 I "OIJllOrccJ "' co11j1111ction \\ llh tlitt ura~ 
now 111 scrv1ro h•·n•, u1i11l su l1 t1mo n ~he cn11 cnrrr out the ll
w.mccnt nnd hum:uic 11ohcv hntio I hy lter gunrdinnsh•p and 
cnutrol Qver nil lr1dw11 1 ril>Cs J 'l'o th1 policy, nt once holl!O: 
bl<l n11d h•11n.1na1 tht! lwnornhlc ktr1s}a1urc will, I nm pcrsuodl~ 
opposu uothin~. l111t IP1111 ils hcnrry nud cul1rrhtencd co-operat 
wirh tho <J1encr11l !!uvcrnn c111. 

0 

15 [nth~ lll•!Clllli101' th11 relotio11 nf Ilic J1111in11S with the State.11l
noom11Jo11s 1111d ~re.illy crnhnrro 111g. 'l'ho Gc11c~1l G<>:C11-
m •nt cont11,b nutl gov•·nas the (11<1ians. 'l'hcr nrc rn !he Staie 
p::incy of a lnr"c: aurl \'alt11blc 11ort1011 of tile !'3tnt1-. 'l he 1 oner 
clnims cxr.lush·c jurisdic11on, n11d both her i11lc1cSl5 rind 1failll 
Rre i11\"oh·cd in tt1c nctunl cxerci<>o of ii. Her creditors c ul> 
the unrcs111ctc<l ri~ht lo npproprwrc, in n lcl!nl 1nn~ncr, ~:~t~ 10 
lt~ domu111 ; and as tl not the fie1ht nrid the J111y ol the 
•11stnin the"' 1 to k the 

'l'he frontier of our Seate rn11st he defended, 11nd I in"01~ l.c~tSlatn_re lo thn radopuon ol such mensure..; ns '"ill not 11111!! 
nm.l reqmro, nn I e11ablt1 the ~xecuti\re, in tlto event thnt 11 tall 
rrotccuon t1 not afforded by the C'.,nneral Government 10 met ..... 

. • '"" ·) OP""' p~ng emergen~tea (should any 11nfor1unatcly nr1ro th8 
frouue':' or th!! State. It would be deeply hnmiliauog. co rest 
F.1Cecnhye, to 118ten to the just and slrong appeals fromndisl , ..... 
ed frontier, and not be able ee respond in an et6cient IJllDll' · 
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1
• 1 tben:fore, is sutxnined to your considcrntio11. 

1'hlcwbole 1ml~CCec 'ot the dilficultiCS l'f1'0Wing OUl 0( the revolu· 
n COll~ll Cll • • II? f t "l · od u 0 ""nnt ol orgnniz1111on m mat portion o our cm my 

uo~:rin"' ~n ihe Rio fimnde, our citizen~, who settled nnd hn\ e. 
~nllllll~j tC't rctiiOO there ~iDCC 153 ·, hn\'C hnd l\O opporlurilty 001 
anuhn• thcnrs"lrcs of tho rnrions ln\\S ot the lnlu ltcp1~uhc, 
.,.ruutme" h~ed rir.rllt ccrtificu1es lo nctut1l settler i. t1nd ll \\ nnld 
ieem 10 ... be but ~. net ot justice, thnt some 1iro\'1stou should be 
node for Lhcir relic-£ Their homestead , nt lcnst, should nt once 

lie secured 10 them. 'l'hc subject i re5pcctlully tsubm1tt1.:d lo 
vo11r co 1siJernti\lfl, 
· I \Yould n' n recommend the cstnblishment of lt1buu:1\s1 for 

1,1e investi~tio1; of such l:md titles and clnuns ns CDl::UJ'.lll'<i from 
t•ie formc~ gorcrnmcnts of ~pnm 1111d ~}t ~•en pre\ 1ous lo tho. 
second of ~ tnrch 1S36, nnd ns nro held hy ritlren 1es1d111g m 
thllt p:n1 oi tho 

1 
tntc tJot(} ring on lhe s:unc rl\'cr · nnd for the 

contmnuuon of :such, llS shall; on 111ve-...;tig tion, be found 10 
tquunb'c nml Jll . Tho 111\'CSt1gnuon to be couliucd to clnirn.<1 
held Ly our c11i~1s to lnnds ntnat d on onr w tcrn, m d her • 
tofotc unorl! niud boulldtiry, DOU to lhos 0111}'1 '\\ h IC th C\ j. 
deuces of d:um wore witlnn the ~tnlc, nt the limo nf the p:t$.qi~ 
of the 10 ,.-1 or the clnim:int hnil been i.11 ocluol res.dell\ of tho 
tkp•1blic autl Stntc ~incc the Ucclar ti:m of Ir d rcudcnc~, m 
l~~G. 

'l'hc ch. meter of the 1ribuoal to ltc crcatc1l for tl11s purpose, 
ru1d the 1Hn1ls of the du ti - h> be :a 1;11cd1 nrc ~ulijccts for your 
cou~ider111i1111. 'Phl.l cxpc1b1ce nffurdc1I U}' 1hc lc;:t.!11111011 of the 
Ciem:rnl Cio\erumcnl upon kiudreti m1l1jec1.,., i11 the mfJnstmcnt 
Cl the I ud cbims rn M1 '°uri1 l'loriJ1 nnd otlwr territories nC· 
qmrcd I.I\' her, may nffuni you much nil.I in tlw preparnuo11 of n 
law uitcd w 1!11s subject. 'l 'hc course pnr~ul!ll ny Lhnt govcm
lnent wns, in lhc lint in •nnCl'1 to ~ppornt Oornm1ss10ncrs to in· 
vcs1i!!11to the titles nntl claims to londs within ccrtnm d· fined 
boundaries or d1 tricts-ll:l collect nll 1hc testitnon}' in reforcncc 
w them, rutcl •o report 1hc cln1ms nml the c\"idcncc adduced iu 
tbeir support, U> the Sccremry of tlw Tn nsury1 to be ku<l before 
Coo2rcss i nnd nlso, to nccnmpnny their rcporl, with n rccom· 
mend:mon far tho confirmntion of 511ch ns in their opilllo11, were 
eqoitable nud ju5t. This plnn ccrtninty oppcnred, m lheorv to 
Wa WllleOOCj but hS practtc:il operntion Wn9 found 10 be alte~d
~ ~ith dillicultics. The reports of the Commissioners, ac:com
t,im•ed as they were, hy the vnst mau of testunony required to 

lent up, were found to be too voluminous lo recein 8Ucb an 
t1arn1nttion by Cungress, u wonld enable 1hat body IO act upon 
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them aPQrt from 1he recoinmemlotion~J so as to arrive at any 111. 
isfactory resuh; nnd to 1n·o1d the d1fficuhy, a law wu passed, 
eonfirinmg nil clntms not exceeding n ccr1ni11 ~1l('cifietl quantum 
of land, which the commismonc hod recommended for confirm
nuon. nnd nuthonzmi:? tho clnim 111 1 in nll other cnscs, to instJ.. 
tutl' ' rocec.1J1111.rs 111 th 1)1str1c1 ('ourts. for the i11\"cs11~111ioo a~d 
~tnbh .. l1111ent of their cln1111 .. nml mnking 1ho d"c1sioi1s coadu
, l\'C nnd finnl1 n 10 the ri •h11 11111.:s nn nppcul wns t;ikcn to tht 
Supremo Court, where the licci 1011 wn 10 he liual. 

From the h1 1orr of th " procccd111gs1 wo mo)' acquire such 
informnuon ns will cnnblc u to nvo1tf 111l1<'h of 1lie delay ar.d 
cxprnso wluch wns ncces anlr incurred in 1hc scukment l'fthe 
ln11J clnims in the 'l'errllorit of 1h~ Cn11ed ~totes. ll)' ~IJlr 
It 11111·' the most npproprtnl • tribuunls 111 the first 111stn11ce, as! 

·confi rr1112 "\'on 1hcrn nd q11.1t po •ors for thl' nt1n111m~11t of fr.e 
c11d 1 Wl' shr~I 1 nt nil C\ ea1t , m ou.I the nccrs ii)' which wn~ the! 
founcl 10 C1X1 11 o( i1 trnnsCi•r of Jlm d1c11011 f1t,111 0110 clnFs fOall· 
nthrr. \\ hctlw1 lh.! 1>1 111ct ("aurl 

1 
or Bo:mls of "'om:n1s;1oiwtf 

to bo 5p<>clnll)' co11s1i1u1ed, l the mo t npproprinto, is nsU~JC(lf~ 
your dl'ci wu. Mr own 1111ud I d m 10 tho conclusion tf~ 
bonrd<J of comm1 lOllNS will ()1 prcfomulc, lnr the rc(l.SOD 11:1! 
llll'll• cmhll'llll}• (lllC'd fnr the In k. UlO}' l CS lccl!.:d from \"afittS 
11:1rts or tho Stnlc trJ hll Ilic bo rds who will be oprrufcd "If 
bf 110 loct1l or 11i11i1;1cr i11tlucn •t. • \\ lul"l 1hc .h11lgos of 1.ht. is 
tr1ct c 'our1s1 1111llcr the conlc11111l11~1 d clH111'70 i11 the ('(lt1Slllll.11~1 

will ~e 1•lrc1cd to tlit ir oOiccs •) the i:crl persons whose ng I! 

nnd lllterr.sr~ ore lo lie SllUJ••crs 01' in,·cstigntion. 
~hould th;- LC"~ii;!nt~1rc ndopl thr plnn of n11il.1ori:d1:~ 11.1e

0 

3~ 
po1ntnie11t of com1mss1011cni for the proposi.:d 111rcs11gnho 1'~ 
would rcspcc1folly rc>comlllcntl 1hc cons1it111io11 of ot lens; ". 
Uonr<lS-t"lJJe lo c~ercj c jurisd1ctlon O\'Cr nll tire couuur,or~~ 
between lhc NneC\'.'S unt.I mo Grondc nnd from the con~t I"' 

I. · r ' 1croun 11 nppcr 11mts o \Vi.:hh co11111y-n11d 1he other, O\'~r 11 dthzl 
embrnc('d nl>0,·e •he upper line of the county of W~lib : an <Oil 
cnch B<lllrd should be rcqnin:d 10 hold its sessions 111 s_ucces.i 1! 
~t th~ vario11s prominent f>lnc<'s nml towns within their rcspel 
we districts. 

I cnnnot believe that it is neccssnry for me to urge before}~~ 
~~~0~. body t~e importnuco of this s11l~j1Jct 1 or the ll~~ri. 
. tm •ate a~unn upon it, funher than 1 hn,·c done f lmi r:~t atten.hon particularly to u. ur b•· 

h. d't9 porhon of our f(Pulauon heretofore nlien to 0 ~I 
its nn our la- and · l ' by it:"':-.. .., stt ~ to our languag't'., have, fl~ 

oventsi been brought immedintely under the jurisdiciion ° 
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Stnto nnd its nnlhoritics. This population, confid~ng jn its chn
rncter, nod disposed to rl!ty upon your sense of ~usuco for tho 
preservntioll ot their rights, nre, with fe\V ?xccp~1ons, !•ot only 
willina but anxions to bo placed 111 a position 1u which lhey 
cno p;;form nil the duties of good citizens. It is our duty. to 
meet them not only as members belouging to the ~nmc poht1cal 
household, but tlS elder brothers, to whom }he younger 1~11d wea
ker members of the fomily tool\ for protecuon nnd security. 

Without u1:1ing particnlarly adYiscd of lh~lnct, ~ hn\'e 1w?cr
stoo<l thnl thc lilies ton Jnrge clas.s of he:tll-r1ght cln1m.", 11cc1111!cd 
under the colonizntion laws, I.Iv settlers in th<.! cnsteru couutw~, 
have rcct'nlly been Q.ucstioned for :\ s11ppo~1~ wn11L of nlllhonty 
in the commic;sioncrs who is~ncil lhMn. 'l'hc lnuus co\·crcd hy 
these cl(lims bavc, m rnosl instnnce:;, bec11 occnpie<l n11d cullk
vatcd for years liy the clnimant~, under n co1wictio11 thnt their titles 
were per{ecl; nntl 1f then• hen defect in them, it is one ngniust 
which tl1ey could nnt qnnrJ, an<l it shuuld not now br. permitted tn 
opernlc to their prejudice. 'Phfl nllention of ro11r honornhlu body 
is invilcd to nn coqniry into the ~nhjcct ; nn<l if ony dcfocts arc 
fonnd or C\'Cll suppos.;.'tl to exist, lhnl thi.:y mny be Mmci.lit..>d by 
snch \f'gi~lative enactmrnts M will he comp1~tct1t to !hut ent.l. 

Thero is no suhjccl which nddrei;ses itself more iorciu!r t111cl 
dirc~tly to the mnttuc consiuern1ion of the Lrg1~tntur<', thnn tl!<tl of 
seutmg, upon n ~ccure and pcrmn11c11t bnsis, tho lnud 1i1l~ ofl11c 
couutry: becn.11se there is none othN. upon wliich its impro\·e
!11~"! and prosperity so 111nLcrinll y depend. Without thb is doll<', 
tl ls 111 vain 10 expect that extPnsive immifTrotion, and r;1pid in
crease_ of wenlth nncl population, which 1h~ general $nl11lm1y of 
the clunatc, nml its ndaplntion to !he most vnhwd product of the 
enrth, nro so l'mincntly cnlculnted to invite. 'l'lrn llll'!Qllllliness 

~f 'rc;(ns lnnd lilies !ins almost heeom? n by-word ; :i.ml however 
hulc foundation thNe may be for the reproach, the injn rious 
~1~n~e111~e~ce~ resulting from it to tho country, rm.1 manilcst,
. htsc 1nJ11r1e~ cnn ouly be remt'dlcd by yon; nntl I tlH:refore 
invoice yom mo&t profound con:;idi.:r:i.tion 10 the suuject. 
. O~r nn net, nppro\•ed 1\lnrch the 20111, l81lb, the cle\•en1h ~cc

tion oCthe ''act s11pplemc11tnry Lo an net to dctccl frau<ll1lent land. 
~ertificntes, ant! to provide for i~~umg patents to lc~nl cloimnols,'1 

tpmvcd F'chrunry tho -1th, 18 ll, wns rcpenlctl. 'l'his section was 
~~e ou!y lnw then in Jorce which provided a tribt111i\l for issuing 
Atnt riir~t cer11fict\los of the firsl clns!'I to those entitled to them. 
tri tt 16 limo of the re~ll , mnny cnses were pending in the Dis. 
of c h~urts upon nppllcation for ccrli6c11tcs under the provisions 

1 18 secuon. A constrllelioa, it is said, bas been placed upon 
u 









301 

support or this position, may be entitled in ll legal point or vi~w,• 
00 0001 it seems to me, can doubt that a in~rnl obltgBllon exists 
on the part of tho Governme~1t of th~ U111ted States, lo make a 
just provision for the officers 10 q11cst1on. 

Jn requirin" the cession of lhe navy, as one of the conditions 
oC her admiss1on into the Uuion, the United States placed. lt be· 
yond the po ,ver of Texas to continue l11eso officers longer m _ser. 
vice. As (\ State or the Union, sho no longer possesses the rxgt1t 
or power to keep nnd maintair1 !\ navy. 

It is not to be snpposed thnt rruxus, in l\greoing to make this 
cession, intended or expected thnt the gallant otlicers of her llll· 
vy, who had done so much to secure nnd maintain her indepen
dence, and to elev11te the character of tbcir country at home and 
abroad, were to be pnt ou shore, deprived of their commissions 
and of the menns or earning an honorable livelihood by their 
profc....-sion. To presnme Lhis, would be to chnr~" her "rilh lhe 
gros.<;est injustice and ingralilude. nut 'l'cxas did expect ll1nt 
the United States would nol permiL lhcse officers to suffer l.iy tha 
transfer of her navy. That in receiving the vcsselll1 shr. wo11ltl 
also receive lha officers, nntJ provide for the men nttnched to the 
•amc; and, iu j11srice to the Governmeut of the Cuited Stntes, l 
am unwilling to believe she would ho.vc reqnirctl the one, without 
iote11ding to do thll other. 

But there is nnothcr vic1v of tho subject, derived from the re. 
l~iv~ condition of the lwo contracting parlies, which, in my ~
ltm~uon, plnce:s the cquitnule claims ol those individuals on still 
highenrronnd. 'l'hc proposition for nnnexntion procl..'cc.lcd from 
t~e United Stntes lo 'l'cxas. Prom n wealthy nnd flO\Vt!rfltl na
h•n tn 1ma comparatively poor ond weak. lt cnme, too, from 
our etf~tl.icr-ln.11d, 11 nod wns naturally regarded by the people or 
Texns m the light of cm invitation from 11 puont to a child, to 
become once more nn i11tnnto of lho family. It is trnf.', lhnt 
&onto of the conditions attending tho O\'Orturc1 wcro jnstly rcgnrd
od as httrd, nnd had they been offorcd IJy another Government, 
woultl most certainly hnve been rejected. But the ntlachmcnt 
feh by.tho. people or •rox11s (or the land onh~ir birth, their pride 
In 11.8 10s11ttllions and their conliclencc in the justice of the Go~ 
ver~ment Cl\Used tllcm lo nCl'cpt tho san1e witftout hel'itnlion.
'l'h1s they did with the fnll l>clicfllnd n con filling trust thnt wl11tt~ 
civet of !•ardships or injns:icc was Clllllnined i11 lhese

1
condi1ion!.'

1 
bonld either not be insisted 0111 or wonld be t?teatly ntneliornted, 
s~ a . i:rcn~rons n~1cl libcrnl const111ctio11 of them. Suell I\ con-

UCllon, ll la behoved, we have tho right to claim as regards the 



oandkion, abon all otllers, which requlNd the...._ .. • 

~ere it another dmof oar citii.ens wlio hue c11bms.,. 
the gc1wrosit y of lhe Union. I refer to lbose whoi prior to 
annexation, were dU4bled in lhc mihlary Jcrvica ot Texas, alld 
Qre now unnblu to earn '1. Js,·chho9J by 11acir own etertiGllS. Ji. 
1ico would .scew to l'C(JUire.1h,1t the l 'cdcml Govcrumcot sbou!d 
11tnco such ('>Clrsous upon hl'r pcusiou hsr. 

If llml Oovcrnmcut fC"'tirdcd till' llllllCXlllion of Texas or llJ 
much iu1porlunco, it surcfy 011gh11 nrterlhc consnmnm1ionoflhe 
mensure, m:\kc pro,·is1on tor thtl c who wl're <tisab!cd iu their 
exor1fons, whilst n.::hlcvln; its fnd 1>Cndcncc>. 

The t;ncr11ice of blood rs imrcly thb rich s:t o1fcring that It. 
patriot c:u) mnln:i1 nnd 1t 1s e11hnnccd when h is mndc,-nol fir 
'l'ti (l!! onty1 hut flll llhenV Md mn11l,111ll, 1'J1c bra\'tsl h!Cll 11' 

e1'111oulct1 lllld mndc: more f•lltri111tc h)' 1ho bcoifiecnre nt1d tut 
l)C$ orn !;M<l go\'Crtlmanl. PnlNllUl tt111dc:rncss litgcrs fiJi3ldt
VOllll 1 u11im1, ltnrrucr11r1 nnd tr~11wt1 is the hnppy resnl~ nniJ 
dus, uft~r nil, consdtn(~ the si.IVCll fold slucld of rcpulJhcno fm-
dOl)J. • 

ll is tr11r, thrat tJ1e ptt• cnt pru~ion In\\'~ of the Uniled Stal!!1 
nn>~tJ' (lilly f.1r su~h pi: rs llfi a!i w1 rl' woundc<.1 in her scrTKt 
Tt10sc who wtlrc d1snhleod d11r111g 111!1 ltcYohtnon o(Ttx~ 
1•01 cttlim din:ctly to Im\ I 11 1h1111 e11~~cd; Lui ns the o( ~ 
of ltw1r sen1cu ond snerlnc "JI is c1111rld lo the benefit 1~ Union, h)• nddinix to tt unoth('r Srntl•, the (;~\·crurnenr ol _ 
Unfe>n ought, 1n 1usticc, 10 hllll<c s1111nl le pro\'I ions for thtllt,. 
~trhottg-h the n11nent1011 or •rr~M ro the United Stntes ~ 
amomnh• in the h1Sto11· af 11ntio11 , some nnnlogy may be did 
10 Ir, m' the volnutnry nniou of the so1·ereign P!~~J i~d•J: llJ 
l!t:lles, uuder 1he present GM tillHlob of the Uum:u •~ ry'etr'! 
rrforcncc to tl1e acts or Conj!r<' !II II will be !'Ct.n dint f~OI iaae 
~er thol l 111on wa! corl•11111mrikd: lnws were P."~ h,dbtd 
lo lianc, cssummg tho rmy«11~11t of nll snch pc11S1~n- 11511111 atttii 
pltid by the Stores to thcir rt-'l"f'l'Ctivc c11i1.e11s, priorhlo re!lll1Ul4 
U11ion. And 111 1808 f"onirr 1rn1I or1zed nll who 1 t'\11 istti 
on lhc r<>nsioo hst <tf any ~ttllt>1 lo oo pl need on t!ICJ~s\11r 1dil 
the Untted Stntcs, whether such per!!On1 hnd t;('f'\" 1"rs•~k'· 
or ~n .erYlCC or the United Slntcs ()f (\r inny '~~JCll ll o( clifet 

The action of Gongrets, ttwn, in twhnJr of c1tixef!S ;j(tr ~ 1ht 
ent Slntecr, disnMed in the \Vnr of thr Rc,·olnt1_on1

1f'f' the,
t nion, n0orc.f:I, perhaptt, t1nffic1e11l precedent IO lll,Sf ;is, p!'lf'' 
action ill regnrd kJ the aoldwrs l)nd senmon fir 1;!, bV rbt ati 
anurixntinn. When it f C\111sitlertd, tOtl, that To · 



of annentioo, was der1ivod of ll~r revenuu Atising from her 
cuseorus, from whirJ1 t1ourcei;hc migh~ ha,•e ~ e1_1~b~ to pr~ 
vlde wr her in\•nli<l sokhcrs n11d :m1lor.1, [Ill 00Juao11nl reason 
will he ~een why the Go~1cral Go\:crn1110111 shonll.1. <lo sn. . 

11eltu\!inl{ that the cln1111s of tlus clnt;.'> of her ~tttieus \~Ill !C· 
~nuoond thcn~cl vcs strongly to the c11tigh1c11ed sense o~Jusuce 
of th:il Go\·crnme1111 I respectfully su!!"gost 1l111t yon will lnke 
5uch strps ns yo11 m:iy <lcem most suitnhlc, i.11 or~or to have the 
su.bj•!Cl pre!;cn•cd to tho Congrc:ss of tho U111tr.d :-1ntes: 

I rcspectf\1lly iuvite the Lc~t lnture to a cons1dcrn11on Qf tho 
pro11rict1· of JUHking aoniu provision for those who wcre-cngageu 
in th~ &'l11ta ro ~~pct.lirion of 1S 11. 'rho liistqry of thut cicpc· 
d1tion n~s 110 lt.XplnnatiQn frotn me. It forms a promiucut fea
ture iu thll history oftho t1111f'c, when i1 occ11rrcd, uml is fumilinr 
10 alf, '!'lie pers011S Cll~3~C\I in it W(!N• i11tlucnocd fly as pure I\ 

patriotism, fllld as forrcnt {l desire u nu~'llflCO the lx.:st inlet I of 
theco1111try M was!elt hy 1111y who pcrllu<l their li\'CS nml for· 
tunes i11 the nclti!}\'em~m of our 1udo1•c11dcncu, nnd none ::suITcr
ed nl' fl.'. 'l'hu.; fnr lhdr SCr\'i1•cs hllVO rc1U11i1ntl llllr<'COtTIUZf'll, 
Md willto.m h:iti luth·e nction 111\1. I ro11ti1111 ~o Ii) rt'limin. ~ 
reason suggests itself to 111y mit,ll why 1 hey hon hi not bo pine ell 
oo the :mmc footing with th to who ('t1gv;ctl i11 lh<:l cxpcJJlion 
under lhe co111mnnd or Cicu. So.nior,·cll, i11 l 1:~ 1 n11d with those 
who pnni.eipnt¢<l in tho scl.".on<l Snn t.l Fe C."\ pl'd itio11 twilc.r 1ho 
direction of QJI. ~ni\'ely. Sari there nuy, whr tltu clu1ms of 
all of 1hC'm shoulJ not ho n<lmilllltl fo the n!!e<:1 tnir1111cml of tho 
haliih1ics incurred by tho lntu llcpnbl ic. 'l'lr(luoli 1lici r cilforts 
tctulteu fo defeat nud misfortune, thoy were, llC\'CTthelc,t111 1tlo 
rirPrl& 0_1 ratriotic nnd clti\"nlrnns men, wlm never loo1:cc to 1he 
haurd 1uc1mcd by thcmsalvc131 when tht·ir couutrr or its nutho
rnu:s a k~d for their nid. 

'l'hc un!i.lrt111rn.te suhjcct of 'Shn·ory1 now so grcn1ly distnrbing 
tn.iny por11n11s ol the Union, hos 11 11111ccl nn 11n11ortunco

1 
which 

~ ms lo c:1ll for~ stronl!' a11U _unarp1i\'ncnl c1xp1C!:ls.io11 of opinion 
ruin J~1mo ll\051 )iknly lO IJtl urrcctlv t1ffoctad l!v rt. The prill· 

e1..i,•s 1 tl · · ' · · t'"' lllvo VI! 111 tl11s tjUL~lrnu, ari: 111s 'tt:i.llv importnut to Tl'xns 
~:;.n11r other ~tntc of 1hc llnhm. l lcr juxtnposiLirrn to the 

1 u:an Hcpuulrc, w1tho111 tho ~~i'lrv gunrus wlticl1 should 
ti.we lie~n thrown nro1111d her hy !ho lJ1ii1nl tit11tts in tbe lnte 

111":!~w.11h_thatJlow.er,pl11ccs the citizi•11r. in rcgnrd to thci r :.lan~s. 
10 the s 

1
10 Jcopnrd.Y. f)n1~rntlll~ to thi., he~ gcogmphical pohition 

IDetn~ lllnClll!C (,,ril~IQTlllll!l ~gton, 'tlO\\' cloimin~ ndmi6sion as a 
llCrt r. or tho lJ11111n, w11h11111i.sln\'<1rv 1loc1rlll~ mhkcll it im .. 

ous lhal sho shonlu define her prop~ position 11:1d dcfcsnd. bet-
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sions ofjost men,To'ho look to the issue wiab grent noxiety, t;iecnuse 
it involves the tranquiliay oftbo Unioo,lbat. lhe powe! wh1_c~ has 
been ve111ed in Conitress, for lhe regulnt1on ~nd d1spos~11~n of 
public property, is ~ttempted to ~used to proh1b1t to 1ndmdunl 
citizens the uarestncted use of pnv~te property. . . 

'l'ex:as occupies, in reference to 1l11s subject, nn rnter~tmg po
~ition in lbe Americnn Union. The large exlcnl of1err1tory em
braced by her boundaries, a grent portion of wbic_h is ~mincotly 
adopted 10 the culture of sugar nnd. collo!11 .(and m tlu~ respe~t, 
perhaps, superior to nny other pornon ol North Amenca,) w11l 
insure to her, n\ no distnnt dny1 n very lnrge stave J>Opulnt1on
i1 is already ''ery considerable-and is destined to lie, in al I pro
bability, larger than that of any of hor sister States. She is, then, 
not only ns nearly concerned as 11:ny other sln\•e-holding Stnte in 
protecting and preserving the con&iitutional rights of hc1 citizens 
to their property in slo.ves, ~Lll her contiguhy to a foreig11 govern
ment, whose prejudices ore known to bu nrrnyed ogninsl our in
stitution of slavery, ndtnonishp,s us thllt we presC'ttt nn inviting 
field for political incc>ndinrics, whose temerity will be heightened 
by every net of nggression to which we tamely submit, or in 
which we passively nc<1uicsce. I cannot concur wi1h those who 
regard this objection to this exercis~ of power by Congress, ns nn 
nbslraction in respect to territoryr in which, from phys1cul cnuses1 
wecnonot fairly suppose thnt slnvery would, under nny c1rcum
stnnces?o:idst. The climate nnd productions of a territory, or i111 
adaptnuon to n pnrticulnr i:_pccics of inllnstry, con in no way 
change or modify 1he power of Congress over it. It is n question 
ofpo1v~r, nod not of expediency. Ii the p<'wcr exists we connot 
complarn ofits exercise. Hit does not exist, it is ho1h our inter· 
eat~n.d our ~uty lo protesl ai::ninst it; for nllhou~Ll inn given cose, 
~o lnJu!y ~1ghl result to the citizens of the territory, tho provis
!0~s.berng~n ncco1donce with 1heir own viC'ws und foelings, yet 
:1ts1tnposs1_ble. to foresee the amount of cviJ1 that might flow from 
1• The principle, oncti established, thnt Congress may rightfully 
exer~1sc the pmve~1.i1s nf!plicntion would, at some future day, be 
~u when oppos1t101! 1night then be too late. The question of 
~wcr Wonld be con~1dcrcd ns settled, nnd n l"Pocedcnt estnblish
.io '· for .the future octJon of the government, beh111d which n mn-
n nty in Congress, in opposition lo Sou them iuter~·sts \vould 
ever look 1 

10 I ~~m ii llot improper or unbecoming in n Stnte of the Union, 
Jln~d~ n\1 oxpro~s1on upon lhP. confltitu1io11nli1y of n powf'r pro. 
culnt do le exerc•~<!~ by Congress, nil hough it might not be cnl-

e to nlfect her rntercsts prejudicially i but when ilS certnio 

• 
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.-... .. ~1~ be to. de,triva her ei1iuns direotlf~ el~
ranaat pn•ilepsj ialtadeA ao be seca red by~ ""Cll>ldlietaoo Mil 
IO Wf'ftken the gunraueeea inl~ndcd, by Iha& ia11..-~ j 0 be 
thrown aronud1beir propelly, &ho .ri1hubeaboco1P111~ia 
a solemn duly. 

ll is also ueccasnry that tho Stnle should, qt '1lit tiine, deUe 
claarly ahe poailioo abe assumri;, nnd \Viii maiauiiu<upontbe 
slnvery quesuon, in ordur 1ho1 m time to COl®,P may JlOLbare 
her interual n11d dolalcsuc quieL d1 turbcd by thCIC!e wbo tnaylJe. 
come citizeu& A iiio IU><l ua.1t1tlf 8land an ~rd l(lour i11S111a-
1ions, preaenl nnd 'Protpectavely mar aue us Cto1u fiM\lre dillllll
!iion~. 'rhe broad nutl rich l~tn of the country 11 now auraci
i~thd. attention of &he wo11d1 nod m1gnuns frM all &be S4llm. 
nail varions.quulcra of abo 1rlvbo, w II "4k lhcH' hoWC1 11~ 
m, aud, wuh n prorur .1111olhg nee of our tmo ~tiog, auy• 
I 1e1hed pr.sjudic~ wh1cb they rnny •'IJlOr&ain will aL ouco Luu:· 
reodarod. 

lly \'tgibmcc in &his meornro wo will, ot h:n~, coamnec • 
oppone111 1 I hot we do not deennba uhject uuu»flQl:C.aUI ormfl. 
Oldinate. Wo canno& loll ~ hctt tho prncocal e\'lli or 1he 110• 
ltrOu" doelrinmc, which thry wnul I 1uiltc& npon us, mayc*
tmnc:e 11~ our State, or" tmt th 1r cons11mat1on; an~ \\'e hart 
the.most 80lemn ruon1uon1 frnm htgh son recs, oJ tho imarial' 
neceait.rot pnnupt1 uu1tod, hnrmnmou action. 1.--

1 
\ itb duedo6.•rcncoto the wilidom-nnd mtelh~cPAf~our

orahtcbody forn proper d1rect1011 of 1lu nl~ect, J ~f~! 
recommend the patmltft o{ firtn tut lmlJl&mle resolvos, !'Im ., .., 
Character ind pranc•rk\ ta tho c unanimously nd~ hf. 
General A•mhly of Vtf'1('mift1 on che ah day of Mnrch, IW;,. 

'l'here arc. doubdOSll, other subjects dcerlY intor~llnlt' '° _,. 
Sta&c's nd vanccmer11 not ad, crtcd to in th1s cC1m1min!c:a1if 1 ICI 
ic is antictpAled that the cnUeclivo wisdom and mre 1

1lf SllP' 
of your honomble bodv wUI rcadal)• pereeivo and prOOIP' 1 
pty &ho deficiency. • . ure fl1 

1 llbaU moe& cheerfully !rive to the honnrnlile ~W foralil 
hearty CO-Openilicm fo such tnOASUre!W M they ~y OJI' 'Clllf .. 
~nefit of. lhe State; Mld aru tiog char vonr d~hbe~110~ •Ifs I 
Sl~nally chame11triMid W Wi!C rrudeot nnd dlS~-· 
have on~, to congrntnln&e 9nu 01{ U1c ntlo.ndant C2ld98 ~
render sincere thnnb tn the Supreme JJeme-, for the P . b trflid 
of rhe hea1th ot Odr1etlaw-.1111mns-tlfc nhuod1111ee0~8a11lll' 
he hnscrmirned thelr..r..c.dnri111tho past yenr: an ~
ting ."llflell•nco Of ,.__inr prospcrny for rll~ B~ 
£IOWIBg 81818, ~.po 



The Sennte retnmed to their chnmher. . . 
On motion of Mr. Pnrkor, the comJ?liltec on Printlnl?. \VT\S 111· 

structecl to contract for the printing OI l\\'0 tbGU$.mld COftle8 of the 
messnge for the use of th~ &mntc. . 

0 11 motion of l\Ir. Da,•rs1 the Scnnlo 111l1011r11cd. 

Dec1:111Uer 21\ 1 l9. 

Uon. Joux \. G1t1mn1 

l'rMidc·11t rif tlta S1111n/1J: 

Tho r.nmmittcc 011 l-'i11:111ct', to whom \\•nc; refctrrd the pclilion 
of th? citiz1•11s of llou !on co11nty prayirvr for llm relief of Jncob 
Allbngh1, nc;s>.~or n11tl r.ol lC'l'!Clf of 1nxl's of tho suid cmm1r of 
Hon~~1•11 , lrn\'c fully nnd thoron~hl y oxnmincd the ~11bj11ct, anl.l 
mbm1t 10 tire consideration of tli~ Sc n11te the ov1tleuccs in n con
drnlK!d lorm upon which th<· 1w1i1io11 is hnsril ; 11118 pt:ti11011 is 
1uliscr1l)M with onn hundred nnrl eiJZhty·lwo nnrrui~ r pn•t-t·n1i11g 
thenu-olvos lo heciti1.cns of lfou ton countv, nnd is sup1l0r1t·J liy 
nftidantq nn<l curt1fic1l!CS ns follows : · 

.1st. 'l'ho ftlliclavit of Jncob Alllui3h1, tcstifyinrr th11t 011 the 
n1<~h~ of the .t1h J:urnnry, lS Hl, h!! was roliicri"'or the puhlic 'r°"'cs' collcclrtJ, liy \'irtnc of hi~ olficl', to the umount of one 
1 ions:ind dol111rs u11<1 upwnrds, ncconlit1!! to the be t e:s1irn1uca lie 
could m:ikc from the n.~;;smcnl·r\ll!s rcll•rre<l 10. 
J 2., The ccrtific:itc of .lru111·.i C. D111irec, ~inned ofiicinllv as 
1 
tistrcc n( thu Pencl', sets fonh that he is ncquninted witla lllfl 
tonso of facoh Allbright, nn<l lhul he <:onsidcrec.l blmsutlicieiltly 


